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Sometimes | wonder if'l'm just.like her
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Around 90% E‘%};REW*

of Hong Kong's

food supply is BESFHAEIE
sourced from abroad but EONMERMR AL
rustic farm-to-table ©® | BMKREER -2

restaurant Kinship is
challenging the status quo.
Founded by chefs Chris Grare
(formerly of Lily & Bloom) and
Arron Rhodes (Gough’s on

HE THERSEE
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TRIOEIRAR - TR
FChris Grarefll
Arron RhodestHitsF

Inhabit the
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Gough), this new dining spot AT (FAZSS H AR E T —
has teamed up with small- B HLily & Bloom Ives 0 ot ers HRAESEBE BT
scale local farms and fisheries FGough’s on BRI - 1958
to source everything from Gough) e Kinship PIERTRREARZR © 72

seasonal greens and seabass
to cauliflower, carrots and
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with VR

IEBITRETER (W
JUEE) HOZEDKERR

even milk for its homemade Sy RS 2 (RASEIRBATEE
ice cream. The chefs describe HalE RENSR BREEHL ~ 4l

their food as “world cuisine”, 7 o MAAGE A 7 Hong Kong’s next generation 2% ~ HF44A « (5260
which translates to a Ak b5REs, of auteurs is taking the craft  F1PEIEABANFE
travel-inspired menu - ® AR R SR R A of filmmaking into the future A AR » LI
notable highlights include & o BRI EIEEA with experimental films that harness ME B TREMZIS
the beef tartare, cauliflower fihifth, ~ AEERIERS R emerging tech. Virtual reality film BREIEN R BAE
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cooked Peking duck style #
and Balinese salad with
sweet sambal.

o

Kowloon Forest follows five strangers - a
EEBEWEE - Filipina domestic worker, an artist, a
kinshiphk.com musician, an astrologer and a Chinese

. businessman - through their private lives
in Hong Kong. While virtual reality is
usually deployed in expansive
environments, director Alexey Marfin has

A

used it to capture his protagonists in their A BEFEBENVER

personal spaces to create a sense of Eak s mHAA7ASH
/ intimacy. Catch Kowloon Forest at Osage ~ ZE28H -

Gallery, from 5-28 July. fb.com/osagehk

Heal yourself in Causeway Bay
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HEESHIFivelements A AGTEINSARIR
Habitati AEE#H  18{E A AEE IR
EBENREES - WMERDE - W
REMMAZERE  ERENNEN

8 If you're a wellness seeker who is bored of the
usual yoga and spa offerings, you're in luck.
Fivelements Habitat, opening this month at
Times Square, will offer a more creative programme than
most other wellness outfits in the city. Besides yoga, there
will also be dance, martial arts and even visual arts like
painting and sculpture - all in the name of healing the mind
and soul. And this is just the beginning: the founders have

IMAGE: COURTESY OF OSAGE ART FOUNDATION AND KOWLOON FOREST

grand plans to bring the Fivelements brand to Central and Tsim B DEREE - BE T - habitat.
Sha Tsui, too. Ba - DERETE fivelements.com

14 JULY 2019
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OWLOON FOREST‘ A NEW VR FILM

“I H FHUTL

PLUNGES INTO THE PRIVATE LIVES OF
HONG. KQNG '

CHRISTOPHER DEWOLF!&UGUST'IS 2019

Kowloon Forest opens on a rooftop in Kowloon, where a mahjong table sits idle as a rack of
laundry flutters in the breeze. The fluorescent lights of surrounding tenements glow in the
advancing dusk. Suddenly, we hear the scream of a plane flying low overhead, just like in
the old days, when Kai Tak Airport was nearby and air passengers could see right into

apartment windows as their flight swooped down to land.

Kowloon Forest: A “I remember my grandmother would get dressed up to hang the laundry on the rooftop,”
ew ilm unges says a woman in voiceover. “She wanted to look presentable to the airplane passengers

New VR Film PI h d to look ble ta the airpl

Into the Private Lives flying overhead.”

of Hong Kong

Zolima CityMag



around plodding pedestrians on a packed footpath. It's quite another to plunge unseen into

those people’s private realms.

Next, we see the woman who speaks, sitting alone in her tiny, cluttered flat, staring into a

mirror as she removes a blonde wig, fake eyelashes and makeup. It's an uncomfortably
intimate scene, especially considering this isn't a conventional film: it's virtual reality.

That's the thrill of Kowloon Forest, which follows five characters as they inhabit their own

Viewers wear a VR headset that gives them an immersive 360-degree experience of each little corners of the city. Local musician Shirley To, also known as Toonyun, plays the

scene in the eight-minute short. woman reminiscing about her grandmother. Ming Lo plays a mainland Chinese
businessman eating a takeaway dinner while watching a Korean mukbang video, in which a

“If you speak to someone there’s a certain personal distance you have with them - a

comfortable distance,” says Kowloon Forest's director, Alexey Marfin. “What happens if they el e UL S e e e L

come very close to you? | was testing those limits.” play Filipina maids picnicking on a Mongkok footbridge on her day off. Rahuram Shetty
plays an Indian man who runs an internet café by day and livestreams astrological advice at
Anyone who lives in Hong Kong is used to having the limits of their personal space tested night.

again and again. But it's one thing to jostle for space on a crowded MTR carriage, or weave

Zolima CityMag




West,” he says. “There’s something more poetic and idiosyncratic about it.”

HHeoo d©
HULBOI Bt Fuang
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The film has no narrative, strictly speaking; viewers simply look on as the characters

indulge in a moment alone, unaware that they are being watched. “At first it feels quite

unnerving” says Marfin. “The first scene is the woman taking off her makeup and she is Befitting Marfin's architectural background, this is a film about space as much as the

taking off her contact lens - she leans very close to the mirror, and to us, and your first characters that inhabit it. Each scene is oriented around two axes. The first links the

reaction is to jump back. But you realise it's VR and you begin to inhabit that space where character to the focus of their attention - a mirror, a webcam selfie, a conversation partner,

you shouldn't really be.” a livestream. The second runs between their private space and the city beyond, which is

always visible to one side.
Born in Leningrad—now St. Petersburg—Marfin studied architecture in London and is

currently based in Los Angeles, where he co-founded a master's programme in fiction and Everyone is having a moment of privacy to themselves,” says Marfin. “So the city is a way of

entertainment at the Southern California Institute of Architecture. He first came to Hong defining this closed intimate moment to a bigger presence that you see. We always get a

Kong in 2013 to work on a short sci-fi film, Blue Eyed Me, that was filmed here and in sense of this small intimate, quiet moment in relation to the bigger world out there, the city

and these forces that may be shaping the moment.”

Shenzhen. “I realised there was so much more to the place than the image that exists in the

Zolima CityMag



That cityscape is a mix of on-location footage and digital imagery, an ever-so-slightly
embellished version of Hong Kong, one where neon signs still proliferate, casting streets
and apartments alike in an eerie glow. The interior spaces were filmed in a studio but
populated with objects that reflect both the characters and the actors who play them.
“Most of the objects in the first scene are the belongings of Shirley, the actor, like childhood

photos. There was a depth of design in a lot of the objects in those spaces,” says Marfin.

INTERNET
CAFE

That extends beyond the art direction. “We were quite free in our choice of actors, which
allowed us to find people who have interesting relevant, real-life experience for their roles,”
he says. Shetty, who plays the astrologer, has his own spiritual practice in real life.
Meredith's performance is informed by her mother, who worked as a domestic helper.
Ming Lo worked on Wall Street before becoming an actor. “The actors bring their own input

Zolima CityMag

to the project which allows the story to become bigger than what's in my head,” says
Marfin.

The result is a fly-on-the-wall look at the interior lives of five people who could easily pass
unnoticed on the MTR - a voyeuristic glimpse at the spaces we create for ourselves in a
crowded city. “Sometimes | wonder if I'm just like her - dressing up for the eyes of

strangers,” says To's character about her grandmother. “But what about when no one is

watching?”

Kowloon Forest / E#22/1AE (2019) - Official Trailer from Alexey Marfin on Vimeo.

Kowloon Forest is on view at Osage Kwun Tong until 31 August 2019. Click here for more

information.
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Video Premiere: Kowloon Forest - a virtual
reality film follows five strangers finding
intimacy in a changing Hong Kong

HKFP Kowloon Forest (BRE2/18E) Trailer © »

B

KOWLOON FOREST

OO@E@@®E=

HKFP_EXCLUSIVE

The trailer for Kowloon Forest premieres exclusively on HKFP: The unique eight-minute Virtual Reality (VR) film strings
together the stories of four unlikely characters as they navigate the ins and outs of a city in flux.

“Set in Hong Kong, it is a film about finding intimacy in a city of density,” director Alexey Marfin told HKFP. “It uses the
format of VR to inhabit the tiny personal spaces of characters.” The film is set to premiere at Osage Gallery on July 5.

“In contrast to a lot of VR films which place us in huge expansive environments, this film is an attempt to create new
experiences of being extremely close to characters in Virtual Reality,” he added.

Hong Kong Free Press

Q




Born in Leningrad, Russia, he began his filmmaking career as a visual effects artist at the Sundance-award-winning stud
Factory Fifteen, before directing his own films.

Marfin takes a wry look at the social dynamics that govern residents in contemporary cities. The film’s cast includes: Toonyun,
a local musician; Sara Meredith, a Hong Kong-born actress and daughter of a domestic worker, who plays a Filipina maid;
Raghuram Shetty, a spiritual teacher from South India who plays a Hong Kong-Indian astrologer; and Ming Lo, a Wall Street

financier-turned-actor, who plays a Chinese businessman. EEdGE . : : : : : : -
Marfin’'s films have screened worldwide, at the L.A. Short Film Festival, the Brooklyn Film Festival, BiFan, Berlin Interfilm,

In contrast to VR films that take place in sprawling environments, Marfin said he hopes to bring audiences in extremely close and many more.
to characters in moments of intimacy.

« Date: Friday, July 5.
* Time: 6pm-8pm.
+ Venue: Osage Gallery, 4/F, 20 Hing Yip Street, Kwun Tong.

Kowloon Forest is presented by the Osage Art Foundation under its new platform HKACT! for the promotion of Art, Culture and
Technological Innovation in Hong Kong.
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HKFP LENS

HKFP Lens: Hong Kong's mind-boggling density
showcased in the late Michael Wolf's classic photo
series

The director, based in Los Angeles and Hong Kong, said the film draws upon his own experiences, from living in Chungking
Mansions to doing laundry on top of rooftops in Sham Shui Po.

Hong Kong Free Press



P REALITE-VIRTUELLE.COM

Le Magazine de la Réalité Virtuelle & Augmentée

HOME GAMING /JEUX ~ &) CAMERA 360 Br CASQUES ¥ EIVIDEOS ™ COMPARATI UIDES ~

Accueil / Secteurs d'applications / Cinéma / Kowloon Forest: un film pensé et congu pour la réalité virtuelle

KOWLOON FOREST : UN FILM PENSE ET CONGU POUR LA
REALITE VIRTUELLE

& Pierrick LABBE @ 3 mai 2019 e Cinéma, Secteurs d'applications, Vidéos 4 0 Commentaire

Voici le trailer de Kowloon Forest, un film en réalité virtuelle qui explore a
densité de population a Hong Kong et I'étroitesse étouffante des appartements.
Un film différent pensé pour la VR.

Le centre urbain du territoire de Hong Kong est trés densément peuplé. Les
appartements de l'ancienne colonie britannique située au sud-est de la Chine ont
minuscules et étouffants. Alexey Marfin, le réalisateur, a pensé, dés le début, le film
pour la réalité virtuelle. Il explore l'intimité de différentes personnes dans cet
environnement étroit et étouffant. Découvrez le trailer du film VR ci-dessous.

!

|

» e
all g i vimeo

A
e

Kowloon Forest : une histoire qui ne peut étre racontée
qu'en VR

Interrogé par nos confréres américains du magazine en ligne « Upload VR », Alexey
Marfin a expliqué : « Il était important pour moi d'écrire une histoire qui ne
pouvait étre racontée gu’'en VR plutdt gue de simplement prendre une idée de film
classigue et de la mettre a 360 degrés ».

Le réalisateur de Kowloon Forest ajoute : « Ljdée dans chague scéne était d'utiliser la
réalité virtuelle pour percer les bulles privées des personnages et de situer le
spectateur dans un endroit inconfortablement proche, en ce qui concerne notre
compréhension normale de l'espace personnel. Par exemple, si nous nous asseyons 3
deux centimétres d'une autre personne face a face dans la vie réelle, nous nous
sentirions extrémement envahissants. Mais comment cela se sentirait-il en réalité
virtuelle, alors que nous sommes un observateur invisible ? ».

Kowloon Forest est un film qui semble trés réussi mais aussi dérangeant. Il faudra
patienter le 5 juillet pour pouvoir le découvrir a la Osage Gallery de Hong Kong.
Par la suite, le film devrait étre présenté dans différentes expositions a travers le
monde.
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